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who are in an arid region of the coun-
try is really, really important to us. 
We have come so far in the last couple 
of decades. The ability for my water 
management authorities in our res-
ervoirs to know what is happening in 
the snowpacks all the way up into Col-
orado and on this side of the Conti-
nental Divide and learning whether we 
are moving into a ‘‘La Nina’’ or ‘‘El 
Nino’’ year—which actually makes 
huge differences to the expected rain-
fall, particularly in the winter months, 
in the desert Southwest—is important 
to us because we are getting better and 
better at forecasting even a year out in 
our expectations. 

And so I have great appreciation for 
the gentlewoman from Texas, the 
chairman emeritus, and the other 
chairman from Texas, one more time— 
remember, as Texans, you are east-
erners to those of us in Arizona—be-
cause this bill is appreciated. 

I know there is always a discussion 
about funding. But one of my great in-
terests in this is the continued move-
ment of the data-sharing as our univer-
sities across the country, particularly 
in the Southwest, build better and bet-
ter and healthier and more robust mod-
els and the ability for that data to help 
States like mine manage our water re-
sources into the future. 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of 
Texas. Madam Speaker, I would simply 
urge support for H.R. 2431, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. HALL. Madam Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. HALL) 
that the House suspend the rules and 
pass the bill, H.R. 2431, as amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. HALL. Madam Speaker, on that I 
demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

f 

SUPPORTING THE DEMOCRATIC 
AND EUROPEAN ASPIRATIONS 
OF THE PEOPLE OF UKRAINE 
Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Madam 

Speaker, I move to suspend the rules 
and agree to the resolution (H. Res. 
447) supporting the democratic and Eu-
ropean aspirations of the people of 
Ukraine, and their right to choose 
their own future free of intimidation 
and fear, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as 
follows: 

H. RES. 447 

Whereas a democratic, prosperous, and 
independent Ukraine is in the national inter-
est of the United States; 

Whereas the Government of Ukraine has 
declared integration with Europe a national 

priority and has made significant progress 
toward meeting the requirements for an As-
sociation Agreement; 

Whereas on November 21, 2013, following 
several months of intense outside pressure, 
Ukrainian President Viktor Yanukovych 
abruptly suspended negotiations on the As-
sociation Agreement one week before it was 
due to be signed at the European Union’s 
Eastern Partnership Summit in Vilnius, 
Lithuania; 

Whereas this reversal of stated government 
policy precipitated demonstrations by hun-
dreds of thousands of Ukrainian citizens in 
Kyiv as well as in cities throughout the 
country; 

Whereas the demonstrators have been 
overwhelmingly peaceful and have sought to 
exercise their constitutional rights to freely 
assemble and express their opposition to 
President Yanukovych’s decision; 

Whereas the demonstrators have consist-
ently expressed their support for democracy, 
human rights, greater government account-
ability, and the rule of law, as well as for 
closer relations with Europe; 

Whereas on November 30, 2013, police vio-
lently dispersed peaceful demonstrators in 
Kyiv’s Independence Square, resulting in 
many injuries and the arrest of several dozen 
individuals; 

Whereas on December 11, 2013, police raided 
3 opposition media outlets and the head-
quarters of an opposition party; 

Whereas on December 11, 2013, despite 
President Yanukovych’s statement the pre-
vious day that he would engage in talks with 
the opposition, police attempted to forcibly 
evict peaceful protesters from central loca-
tions in Kyiv; 

Whereas several journalists, including 
from Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty, and 
civic activists supporting the demonstrators 
have been brutally attacked; 

Whereas on January 16, 2014, the Ukrainian 
parliament passed, and President 
Yanukovych signed, legislation which se-
verely limits the right of peaceful protest, 
constrains freedom of speech and the inde-
pendent media, and unduly restricts civil so-
ciety organizations; 

Whereas the passage of these undemocratic 
measures and President Yanukovych’s re-
fusal to engage in substantive dialogue with 
opposition leaders precipitated several days 
of violence and resulted in several deaths 
and hundreds of injuries, as well as numer-
ous allegations of police brutality; and 

Whereas in the face of spreading dem-
onstrations, Ukrainian Government rep-
resentatives and opposition leaders have en-
tered into negotiations which on January 28, 
2014, resulted in the resignation of the Prime 
Minister and his cabinet and the repeal of 
most of the anti-democratic laws from Janu-
ary 16, 2014: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) greatly values the warm and close rela-
tionship the United States has established 
with Ukraine since that country regained its 
independence in 1991; 

(2) supports the democratic and European 
aspirations of the people of Ukraine, and 
their right to choose their own future free of 
intimidation and fear; 

(3) calls on the United States and the Euro-
pean Union to continue to work together to 
support a peaceful resolution to the crisis, 
and to continue to support the desire of mil-
lions of Ukrainian citizens for democracy, 
human rights, government accountability, 
and the rule of law, and closer relations with 
Europe; 

(4) urges the Government of Ukraine, 
Ukrainian opposition parties, and all pro-
testers to exercise the utmost restraint and 
avoid confrontation, and calls on the Gov-

ernment of Ukraine to live up to its inter-
national obligations and respect and uphold 
the democratic rights of its citizens, includ-
ing the freedom of assembly and expression, 
as well as the freedom of the press; 

(5) condemns all acts of violence and calls 
on the Government of Ukraine to bring to 
justice those responsible for violence and 
brutality against peaceful protesters, and to 
release and drop any criminal charges 
against those detained for peacefully exer-
cising their democratic rights; 

(6) welcomes the repeal by the Ukrainian 
parliament of most of the anti-democratic 
measures adopted on January 16, 2014, and 
urges President Yanukovych to continue to 
engage in substantive talks with opposition 
leaders to address the legitimate grievances 
of the opposition, and to take additional 
steps to de-escalate tensions; 

(7) urges the United States and the Euro-
pean Union to continue to make clear to 
Ukraine’s leaders that those who authorize 
or engage in violence against peaceful pro-
testers will be held personally accountable; 

(8) supports the measures taken by the De-
partment of State to revoke the visas of sev-
eral Ukrainians linked to the violence, and 
encourages the Administration to consider 
additional targeted sanctions against those 
who authorize or engage in the use of force; 
and 

(9) urges all parties to engage in construc-
tive, sustained dialogue in order to find a 
peaceful solution to Ukraine’s current polit-
ical and economic crisis. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
New Jersey (Mr. SMITH) and the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. ENGEL) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from New Jersey. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Madam 
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
all Members may have 5 legislative 
days to revise and extend their re-
marks and introduce extraneous mate-
rials on this measure. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Madam 

Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

I would like to thank my good friend 
and distinguished colleague, the rank-
ing member of the Foreign Affairs 
Committee, ELIOT ENGEL, for intro-
ducing this bipartisan resolution sup-
porting the democratic aspirations of 
the Ukrainian people. 

It is a timely appeal to the Govern-
ment of Ukraine to stand down and to 
avoid all further violence, to exercise 
the utmost restraint and avoid con-
frontation. It calls on the government 
to bring to justice those responsible for 
violence against peaceful protesters 
and to release and drop any criminal 
charges against those detained for 
peacefully exercising their democratic 
rights. 

At this point, the government’s 
crackdown has led to the deaths of at 
least four protesters—perhaps more— 
and throughout Ukraine to numerous 
beatings, arrests, detentions, abduc-
tions—including some from hospitals— 
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the harassment of activists, journal-
ists, medics, lawyers, and pro-democ-
racy NGOs. 

On the Kyiv Maidan alone, or Inde-
pendence Square, more than 1,800 indi-
viduals, mostly protesters but also 
some riot police, have been injured. 
Thirty-six persons are confirmed miss-
ing, 49 people remain in detention, and 
26 are under house arrest. At least 30 
medics working to aid the injured on 
the Maidan have been attacked. 

Also, 136 journalists have been at-
tacked on the Maidan, including inves-
tigative journalist Tetyana Chornovol, 
brutally beaten on Christmas Day, and 
who investigators, rather incredibly, 
claimed was a victim of road rage. 

One of the most outrageous examples 
has been the case of activist Dmitry 
Bulatov, who was abducted for 8 days 
before being left in a forest outside of 
Kyiv, during which time he was tor-
tured by his captors who tried to force 
him to say he was an American spy. 

The heroism, Madam Speaker, of the 
Ukrainian people persistently dem-
onstrating, struggling, and risking 
themselves for justice and dignity is 
deeply inspiring. The witness of so 
many clergy on the Maidan is a power-
ful reminder of the spiritual values 
that are at stake. 

Just last Thursday, I had the high 
honor and privilege of meeting in my 
office with Patriarch Filaret of the 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church and Patri-
arch Sviatoslav of the Ukrainian Greek 
Catholic Church. These brave and holy 
religious leaders are deeply concerned 
for the faithful—and for the whole 
Ukrainian nation—and alarmed about 
the potential for even worse violence, 
perhaps even civil conflict. 

Patriarch Filaret said recently: 
I appeal to both the power and opposition 

to stop violence and to come to the negoti-
ating table. All of you are responsible before 
God for your earthly doings. 

At the Vatican, Pope Francis called 
for an end to the violence, and said: 

I am close to Ukraine in prayer and, in 
particular, to those who have lost their lives 
in recent days and to their families. I hope 
that a constructive dialogue between the in-
stitutions and civil society can take place, 
that any resort to violence is avoided, and 
that the spirit of peace and a search for com-
mon ground is in the hearts of all. 

Cardinal Timothy Dolan of New York 
expressed strong support for 
antigovernment protesters in Ukraine. 
Writing on his blog, he summarized the 
conflict as ‘‘government thugs rel-
ishing the chance to bludgeon and har-
ass the hundreds of thousands of patri-
otic Ukrainians,’’ and described the 
Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church as ‘‘a 
church that has been starved, jack-
booted, imprisoned, tortured, per-
secuted, and martyred by Hitler, Sta-
lin, and company.’’ 

That said, Madam Speaker, I do want 
to note that there is a paradox here. I 
know there are many outstanding peo-
ple working in and for the Ukrainian 
Government who love their country 
and have its best interest at heart. 

Last year, for example, I met many 
times with Ukrainian ministers, high- 
level officials, and the ambassador, in-
cluding meetings in Kyiv. This was be-
cause, in 2013, Ukrainian Foreign Min-
ister Kozhara chaired the Organization 
for Security and Cooperation in Europe 
and made the fight against human traf-
ficking a top priority for the organiza-
tion. 

In June, it held a high-level con-
ference in Kyiv to investigate and pro-
mulgate best practices and ways that 
the 57 OSCE countries can better co-
ordinate antitrafficking efforts, includ-
ing through training transportation 
and hospitality industry employees in 
victim identification. The Kyiv call to 
action was serious and successful. I 
know because I was there. And what 
came out of that was a new OSCE plan 
of action to combat human trafficking. 

Madam Speaker, I want to point out 
that this resolution does not take any 
position on whether Ukraine should 
sign an Association Agreement with 
the European Union. That is a decision 
for the Ukrainians to make them-
selves. 

At the committee markup, we de-
cided to make that point clear, and the 
message should be clear. This is not 
about politics; this is about human 
rights. Congress is supporting the 
Ukrainian people in their defense of 
universal human values and not insert-
ing itself into the question of what 
Ukraine does vis-a-vis the European 
Union. 

Madam Speaker, the Ukrainian peo-
ple have endured horrific suffering over 
the course of the last century, and this 
is what gives their peaceful resistance 
on the Maidan such power. 

Two world wars were fought on their 
soil. In the 1930s, as we all know, Stalin 
inflicted a genocidal famine on them, 
which resulted in the death of millions 
of men, women, and children, to say 
nothing of 70 years as a captive nation 
in the Soviet Union. 

In the 1980s, many of us in this Cham-
ber, and on the Helsinki Commission 
especially, spoke out on behalf of 
Ukrainian human rights activists im-
prisoned in the gulag, called for the le-
galization of the then-banned and re-
pressed Ukrainian Greek Catholic 
Church, and held several hearings on 
the Chernobyl disaster. 

With Ukraine’s long-awaited inde-
pendence in 1991, newfound freedoms 
also became a reality—or, we thought. 
But since 2010, with the election of 
Viktor Yanukovych, human rights, 
rule of law, and democracy have been 
under relentless attack—symbolized by 
the continued unjust imprisonment of 
former Prime Minster and opposition 
leader Yulia Tymoshenko, whose 
daughter, Yevhenia, testified at a Hel-
sinki Commission hearing I held in 
May of 2012 and on whose behalf I, 
along with my colleagues, introduced a 
resolution in the previous Congress. 

b 1800 
It is the Ukrainian people’s dis-

satisfaction with Yanukovych, his roll-

back of democracy, that drives the pro-
test movement. The long-suffering 
Ukrainian people deserve a government 
that treats them with dignity and 
treats them with respect. I am con-
fident they will prevail in their heroic 
struggle. 

I strongly support this resolution 
and, again, thank my friend from New 
York for authoring it. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. ENGEL. Madam Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Madam Speaker, I rise in strong sup-
port of H. Res. 447, a resolution I au-
thored supporting the democratic and 
European aspirations of the people of 
Ukraine. 

I would first like to thank my origi-
nal cosponsors, Chairman ED ROYCE 
and Representatives WILLIAM KEATING, 
ranking member of the Europe Sub-
committee; and MARCY KAPTUR, SANDY 
LEVIN, and JIM GERLACH, of the 
Ukraine Caucus, for their invaluable 
help in crafting this bipartisan resolu-
tion. 

I also thank my friend, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. SMITH), 
for his remarks and agree with every-
thing he said. 

The United States has been a staunch 
supporter of a democratic, prosperous, 
and sovereign Ukraine. At this moment 
we must stand with the people of 
Ukraine more than ever before. 

As the world has watched, over the 
past several months, hundreds of thou-
sands of ordinary Ukrainian citizens 
have turned out in Kyiv and cities 
throughout the country to exercise 
their democratic rights and express 
their views. 

The initial impetus for the dem-
onstration was the Ukrainian Govern-
ment’s unexpected rejection of an offer 
from the European Union for closer po-
litical and economic ties. This rejec-
tion represented a reversal of govern-
ment policy and, in the view of a great 
many Ukrainians, a lost opportunity 
for Ukraine to strengthen democratic 
institutions and values and increase 
economic opportunities. 

In addition, the demonstrators have 
turned out not only in support of closer 
relations with Europe, but also more 
fundamentally in support of democ-
racy, good governance, human rights, 
and basic human dignity. The fact that 
they have done so in an overwhelm-
ingly peaceful manner is very, very im-
pressive. It is also inspiring. 

Sadly, there have been exceptions to 
the peaceful nature of the protests. 
These include police violence on sev-
eral occasions late last year, the dis-
turbing pattern of beatings and abduc-
tions of journalists and civil society 
activists, and the most recent and 
tragic violence in January. 

Following this dramatic increase in 
tensions last month, the most recent 
developments in Ukraine give some 
cause for hope. I welcome the fact that 
meaningful talks appear to have begun 
between the government and opposi-
tion leaders. 
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I would also like to applaud the ad-

mirable efforts of the Obama adminis-
tration and our European partners to 
deescalate tensions and support this 
dialogue. 

Nevertheless, the situation in 
Ukraine remains highly volatile, and it 
is imperative that we actively support 
a peaceful, negotiated end to this cri-
sis. 

This resolution advances to that goal 
by strongly condemning all acts of vio-
lence, irrespective of their perpetra-
tors. Let me also take this opportunity 
to condemn all acts of extremism in 
Ukraine, all acts of hatred, and all acts 
of anti-Semitism. 

Moreover, the resolution calls on all 
individuals to behave responsibly. In 
particular, it calls on the Ukrainian 
authorities to respect and uphold the 
democratic rights of the citizens of 
Ukraine. 

It also states that those who author-
ize or engage in violence should be held 
personally accountable for their ac-
tions, including by targeted sanctions, 
if appropriate. This is why I welcome 
the recent actions by the Department 
of State to revoke the visas of several 
individuals linked to the violence. 

The resolution further urges the 
Ukrainian Government to bring to jus-
tice those responsible for violence 
against peaceful protesters, journal-
ists, and civic activists, and to take ad-
ditional steps to deescalate tensions. 

Finally, the resolution urges all par-
ties to continue the substantive and 
sustained dialogue to peacefully re-
solve the crisis and address the legiti-
mate desire of millions of Ukrainian 
citizens for a democratic, European fu-
ture looking West, not East. 

In sum, the passage of this resolution 
would send a strong message of support 
to the people of Ukraine. At this crit-
ical moment, they should know that 
the United States and the United 
States Congress stand with them as 
they seek to build a democratic, pros-
perous, and secure Ukraine, respecting 
human rights and dignity and anchored 
firmly in Europe. 

I urge my colleagues to support H. 
Res. 447. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Madam 
Speaker, I yield 3 minutes to the dis-
tinguished gentleman from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. GERLACH), the cochair of the 
Ukrainian Caucus. 

Mr. GERLACH. I thank the gen-
tleman from New Jersey. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today because, 
every now and then, we are reminded 
that there are still people around the 
world fighting fiercely to secure the 
same individual liberties and foster the 
very same democratic traditions that 
Americans have been blessed with for 
nearly 238 years. 

During the past 3 months, hundreds 
of thousands of Ukrainian citizens have 
taken to the streets of Kyiv and other 
cities in peaceful protest of a govern-
ment that has ignored the will of the 

people and steered the country away 
from closer ties to democratic allies 
and supporters. 

The initial response from Ukrainian 
President Viktor Yanukovych was bru-
tal. Government forces attacked pro-
testers, resulting in at least five re-
ported deaths. 

Furthermore, President Yanukovych 
enacted harsh new laws aimed at snuff-
ing out dissent by making it a crime to 
peacefully protest against the govern-
ment. 

Thanks to the vigilance of my col-
leagues in the Congressional Ukrainian 
Caucus and the leadership of Congress-
man ENGEL, Chairman ROYCE, and Sub-
committee Ranking Member KEATING, 
the actions of President Yanukovych 
have not gone unnoticed here in the 
United States Congress. 

Many of us have individually con-
demned the use of violent, repressive 
tactics against the protesters. Those of 
us in the Congressional Ukrainian Cau-
cus have tried to convey to those fight-
ing for democracy in Ukraine that 
their efforts are not in vain, and that 
totalitarianism must not be allowed to 
rise again in any fashion. 

Today, all of us in the House have a 
chance to stand united with our friends 
in Ukraine who desire greater eco-
nomic opportunity and individual lib-
erty. So I urge my colleagues to pass 
this resolution to let the world know 
the United States will not stand by and 
allow repression, violence, and polit-
ical intimidation to prevail in Ukraine. 

Let’s adopt this resolution for all 
those in Ukraine who wish for a gov-
ernment that is transparent, honors 
the fundamental human rights of its 
citizens, and respects the dignity of all 
Ukrainians, regardless of political af-
filiation. 

I thank the gentleman from Cali-
fornia for introducing this resolution. I 
thank the gentleman from New Jersey 
for recognizing me. 

Mr. ENGEL. Madam Speaker, I yield 
4 minutes to the gentleman from 
Michigan (Mr. LEVIN), the ranking 
member of the Ways and Means Com-
mittee. 

(Mr. LEVIN asked and was given per-
mission to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LEVIN. Thank you, Mr. ENGEL, 
for yielding, and to Mr. SMITH also, 
congratulations on your work. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today in 
strong support of House Resolution 447, 
supporting the democratic aspirations 
of the Ukrainian people and their right 
to choose their country’s future and to 
choose its direction, free from fear or 
intimidation, whether internal or ex-
ternal. 

For 3 months now, countless scores of 
Ukrainians across the country have 
braved not only the bitter cold, but 
also the constant threat of govern-
ment-authorized violence, to peace-
fully stand up for the universal prin-
ciples of democracy and respect for 
human rights. 

With this resolution, we, in the U.S. 
House, stand with them now. 

A few weeks ago, I joined a large 
number of members of the Ukrainian 
American community that I proudly 
represent in the Ninth Congressional 
District to express support for those 
demonstrating in the still-colder win-
ter in Ukraine. 

As a founding cochair of the Congres-
sional Ukrainian Caucus and original 
cosponsor of this resolution, I believe 
it is important that the House pass this 
expression of support for the Ukrainian 
people. 

Those on Kyiv’s Maidan and through-
out the country need to know that the 
world is watching, that the U.S. is 
watching, that we here are watching, 
and we support them. I say to them, we 
are, and we do. 

With colleagues, I recently had the 
privilege of meeting with opposition 
members of the Ukrainian Parliament. 
I was struck by what they indicated is 
their biggest fear and that of the dem-
onstrators. There is the fear of riot po-
lice and government-backed thugs 
beating peaceful protesters, abhorrent 
behavior that has happened, resulting 
in numerous deaths. 

There is a fear of being among the 
disappeared. According to reports, 20 
opposition activists are still missing. 
What those brave democratic activists 
told us they are most afraid of is being 
forgotten, of the international commu-
nity turning its attention elsewhere, of 
our global commitment to human 
rights and the rule of law being mere 
words, idealism overtaken by other for-
eign policy priorities. 

The House today will take an impor-
tant step to ensure that does not hap-
pen; that that fear is not realized. 

Together with the Obama adminis-
tration’s continued forceful efforts, and 
the earlier passage of a similar resolu-
tion in the Senate, we present a unified 
American front. We show the people of 
Ukraine that we will steadfastly sup-
port their democratic and European as-
pirations. 

We show Ukrainian President 
Yanukovych that America will not sit 
on the sidelines in the face of their 
government repression and gross 
human rights violation, and, as the 
Obama administration has shown, 
America will not only condemn, we 
will take action. 

Like others, I welcomed the State 
Department’s revocation of visas held 
by Ukrainian Government officials 
found to be responsible for violence 
against peaceful protesters. 

I encourage the administration to 
take additional action, including tar-
geted financial sanctions, should vio-
lence and human rights violations con-
tinue, which is what this resolution 
calls for. 

It is time for the Government of 
Ukraine to immediately cease the use 
of violence, recognize the human rights 
of peaceful protesters and independent 
media, and participate in a true na-
tional dialogue with the opposition. 

I urge all of my colleagues to stand 
and stand up with the courage, resil-
ience, and indomitable spirit of the 
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Ukrainian people and pass this resolu-
tion. 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Madam 
Speaker, I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. ENGEL. Madam Speaker, I yield 
4 minutes to the gentleman from 
Rhode Island (Mr. CICILLINE), a very 
distinguished member of the Foreign 
Affairs Committee. 

Mr. CICILLINE. I thank the gen-
tleman for yielding. 

Madam Speaker, I rise in strong sup-
port of H. Res. 447. As the tensions con-
tinue to rise in Ukraine about the fu-
ture direction of this country, we un-
derstand that the people of Ukraine are 
hoping to secure basic democratic free-
doms of association and speech for all 
citizens. 

I join my colleagues in stressing the 
importance of the adoption of demo-
cratic social norms in Ukraine and in 
the region. 

Over the past several years, we have 
seen some impressive improvements in 
the area of human rights. However, the 
situation for lesbian, gay, bisexual, and 
transgender individuals continues to 
cause serious concern. The rampant 
and unacceptable state-sponsored 
homophobia that we are witnessing in 
neighboring Russia is slowly invading 
Ukraine as well. 

Some individuals have sought to in-
troduce legislation in the Ukrainian 
Rada, similar to Russia’s, to ban so- 
called ‘‘homosexual propaganda,’’ 
which does nothing more than limit 
the fundamental freedoms of associa-
tion, speech, and assembly for all 
Ukrainians, regardless of sexual ori-
entation or gender identity. 

The citizens of Ukraine, including 
her LGBT citizens, deserve much, 
much better, and they should know we 
stand with them as they pursue a free, 
inclusive, and democratic society. 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Madam 
Speaker, I continue to reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. ENGEL. Madam Speaker, how 
much time do I have? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from New York has 101⁄2 min-
utes remaining. 

Mr. ENGEL. Madam Speaker, I yield 
4 minutes to the gentlewoman from 
Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR), the cochair of the 
Ukrainian Caucus, an original cospon-
sor of this resolution, and she and I had 
the opportunity many years ago to 
travel together to Ukraine. 

b 1815 

Ms. KAPTUR. I want to thank Rank-
ing Member ELIOT ENGEL of New York 
for his great leadership and Chairman 
CHRIS SMITH of New Jersey for bringing 
this vitally important resolution up to-
night. 

Madam Speaker, I rise to express my 
support for House Resolution 447, sup-
porting the courageous democratic as-
pirations of the people of Ukraine. I 
want to thank, on a bipartisan basis, 
Congressman JIM GERLACH of Pennsyl-
vania for his cochairmanship of our 

Ukrainian Caucus. We all stand in soli-
darity with the people of Ukraine. 

The people of Ukraine have the 
human right to choose their own fu-
ture, free of intimidation and fear. 
What courage it took for these inter-
faith religious leaders at Maidan to 
stand with their religious symbols, 
icons, and crosses and other religious 
garb, along with their leaders, with 
their backs to the barricades, pro-
tecting the students as they faced the 
police. 

Over the past few months, the world 
has stood witness as Ukrainians have 
risen up, united in their desire for a 
more free, transparent, and democratic 
Ukraine. If one knows anything about 
the history of Ukraine, one knows 
what it took to do that in that place. 

The passage of House Resolution 447 
here this evening means that our Con-
gress stands in solidarity with those in 
Maidan and that we lend our support to 
the hundreds of thousands of Ukrain-
ians peacefully demonstrating in the 
freezing, bitter subzero temperatures 
for over 2 months for a more demo-
cratic and better future for all their 
people. 

If there is a God—and I believe there 
is—surely he or she will look down on 
this place and bless these people. 

The Ukrainian national anthem 
opens with the words: 

Ukraine’s glory has not yet died, nor her 
freedom; upon us, fellow compatriots, fate 
shall smile once more. 

Indeed, fate shall smile once more 
upon Ukraine. Long live Ukraina. Long 
live her young people who hold in their 
hearts the democratic future of that 
nation. 

Madam Speaker, I urge the passage 
of H. Res. 447. I say to my colleagues 
here, this is a most important cross-
roads in history. Truly, this country 
can be the borderland nation that links 
West and East and South and North in 
that important part of the world. 

The world needs Ukraine. She is al-
ready the third-largest grain exporter 
to the world’s people. Her talent, her 
artistry, her vision has been quashed 
for so many, many, many decades and 
generations. Now is her moment, and 
we stand with her people, aspiring to 
that better day for all. 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Madam 
Speaker, I just want to take 30 seconds 
to respond and thank the gentlelady 
from Ohio for her very eloquent defense 
of the Ukrainian people and for, again, 
reminding Americans and the world of 
the pivotal role that the patriarch and 
the highest, as well as people who are 
just among the faithful, are playing. 

The religious community is standing 
in solidarity with those who are aspir-
ing for freedom, democracy, and re-
spect for human rights. And they have 
literally put themselves between the 
police and the barricades in a way that 
puts their very lives at risk, holding up 
crosses, holding up other, as the gen-
tlelady said, icons of faith to say that 
we serve a God of peace and reconcili-
ation. 

Ms. KAPTUR. Will the gentleman 
yield? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. I yield 
myself an additional 30 seconds, and I 
yield to the gentlewoman. 

Ms. KAPTUR. I would just say to the 
gentleman, looking back at the history 
of Ukraine and that region, the fact 
that you would have leaders of the 
Jewish faith, leaders of the Islam faith, 
leaders of Christian faiths, be they Or-
thodox or Uniate or Roman Rite, all— 
all—risking their substance, it is just 
incredible. 

This should be on the front page of 
every newspaper in the world, and 
world opinion should move progress 
forward and help those people who have 
stood in that bitter cold weather for 
over 2 months. Unless you have trav-
eled to Ukraine and experienced those 
temperatures yourself, you would not 
fully appreciate what they are endur-
ing. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentleman has again ex-
pired. 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. I yield 
myself an additional 30 seconds. 

I am glad you brought up the inter-
faith aspect of this as well. I actually 
chaired another hearing on anti-Semi-
tism just several months ago, and the 
chief rabbi from the Ukraine came and 
testified and gave very powerful testi-
mony as to how the faith community is 
working side by side to mitigate and, 
hopefully, end the cruelty of anti-Sem-
itism while simultaneously working 
with Christians and others on behalf of 
human rights. 

Again, this demonstration of the 
faith community should go noted by 
everybody in this Chamber and, I hope, 
by everyone in the world. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. ENGEL. Madam Speaker, I now 

yield 3 minutes to the gentleman from 
New Jersey (Mr. PASCRELL), a very dis-
tinguished member of both the Budget 
and Ways and Means Committees and a 
member of the Ukrainian Caucus as 
well. 

Mr. PASCRELL. Madam Speaker, I 
thank both Mr. ELIOT ENGEL of New 
York and Mr. CHRIS SMITH of New Jer-
sey for leading us through what are im-
portant things for us to contemplate, 
because what is applicable to Ukraine 
is applicable to a lot of places in this 
world. So I am a proud cosponsor and a 
strong supporter of H. Res. 447. It ex-
presses our solidarity with the Ukrain-
ian people and affirms their right to 
choose their own future. 

In this room, not that many years 
ago, we brought in the Prime Minister. 
Many of us had these flags, the colors 
of the Ukraine country. 

Mass protests have broken out in 
Ukraine following President 
Yanukovych’s decision in November to 
back away from negotiations for closer 
integration with Europe. So Russia has 
their fingers in all of this. Beware. 

There was an agreement which had 
been supported by millions of Ukrain-
ians in Ukraine and around the world. 
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We have known about the violence. We 
have known about the detainment be-
cause folks just expressed their legiti-
mate dissatisfaction with 
Yanukovych’s government. 

However, the current crisis in 
Ukraine had deeper roots. Almost a 
decade ago, the Orange Revolution led 
to the annulment of a fraudulent elec-
tion which would have brought Viktor 
Yanukovych to power. In the wake of 
protests and civil disobedience on a 
massive scale, the Ukrainian people, 
instead, chose President Viktor 
Yushchenko and Prime Minister Yulia 
Tymoshenko. She is in jail. She is in 
jail right now, as we speak, still. Now 
the democratic gains made as a result 
of that Orange Revolution are at risk. 
Viktor Yanukovych has gained the 
presidency, and former Prime Minister 
Tymoshenko, as I said, is still in jail. 

The use of force to suppress open ex-
pression by political opponents or pop-
ular protests could never be tolerated 
in a free and democratic society, and 
those within the Ukrainian Govern-
ment who authorized these brutal 
crackdowns should be held accountable 
for their egregious abuse of power. 

There has been a strong outpouring 
of support for the protesters from the 
large and active Ukrainian American 
community, many of whom live in my 
district, the Ninth Congressional Dis-
trict of New Jersey. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. ENGEL. I yield the gentleman an 
additional 1 minute. 

Mr. PASCRELL. Ukrainian Ameri-
cans deeply desire a solution to this 
crisis which respects the fundamental 
rights of their sisters and brothers in 
Ukraine to free speech, press, and 
peaceful assembly. It is my sincere 
hope that the United States can facili-
tate a peaceful resolution to the crisis 
in Ukraine which respects the will of 
the Ukrainian people and brings justice 
to those who have been harmed 
through wrongful arrests and violence. 

As we saw in Syria, crackdowns on 
nonviolent protests can lead to an all- 
out civil war, and we still do not do 
what we should be doing with those ref-
ugees from Syria. That is a disgrace. 

We need to act now to help the people 
of Ukraine before the violence esca-
lates further. I urge my colleagues to 
join this vital show of support from the 
American people to the people of 
Ukraine. 

I thank the gentleman from New 
York (Mr. ENGEL) for yielding. 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. I will con-
tinue to reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. ENGEL. Madam Speaker, I want 
to continue to urge my colleagues to 
support the resolution. As anyone can 
see, this is a very bipartisan resolu-
tion. It is very important. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Madam 

Speaker, I have no further requests for 
time. I, again, thank my good friend 
and colleague from New York, ELIOT 

ENGEL, for his sponsorship of this im-
portant resolution. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Mr. KEATING. Madam Speaker, I rise today 

to voice my strong support for H. Res. 447, a 
resolution supporting the democratic and Eu-
ropean aspirations of the Ukrainian people 
and their right to choose their own future free 
of intimidation and fear. 

As an original co-sponsor and as Ranking 
Member of the Subcommittee on Europe, Eur-
asia, and Emerging Threats, I believe it is es-
sential for Congress to continue to show its 
strong support for the Ukrainian people. In the 
two decades since Ukraine gained its inde-
pendence from the Soviet Union, Congress 
has been at the forefront of efforts to foster 
democratic and economic reform in Ukraine. 

I have been deeply troubled by develop-
ments in Ukraine since President 
Yanukovych’s surprising announcement last 
November that his government would not sign 
an Association Agreement with the European 
Union. I remain concerned that Mr. 
Yanukovych and his government were unduly 
pressured by outside forces to take a decision 
at odds with the long-term interests of the 
Ukrainian people and that the government’s 
decision was not taken in consultation with 
other political stakeholders. 

Since November, I have watched Ukraine’s 
unfolding political crisis with growing concern, 
especially authorities’ use of violence against 
peaceful protestors. I have been deeply dis-
mayed by the deaths and injuries sustained on 
all sides. I applaud the Administration’s deci-
sion to revoke the visas of the Ukrainian gov-
ernment officials who were responsible for or-
dering or committing acts of violence against 
peaceful protestors. I believe additional sanc-
tions should be considered in the event of fur-
ther violence, but hope they will not be nec-
essary. 

In the past few weeks, we have started to 
see signs of progress toward a resolution, in-
cluding the repeal of repressive measures 
adopted by parliament in mid-January and the 
resignation of the prime minister and his cabi-
net on January 28. Both developments cre-
ated an opening for serious dialogue between 
the government and the opposition. I urge all 
parties to seize this important opportunity. 

This resolution does not take sides in what 
is quite rightly a matter that Ukrainians must 
decide for themselves. Instead, it urges all 
parties to refrain from violence and to engage 
in constructive, sustained dialogue in order to 
find a peaceful solution to the current crisis. 

To facilitate that process, this resolution un-
derscores to protestors, to the government, 
and to all Ukrainians that the United States 
will continue to defend Ukraine’s sovereign 
right to chart its own course and build its own 
future. 

It also makes clear, not just to the 
protestors, but to President Yanukovych as 
well, that the United States will continue to 
support the Ukrainian people’s aspirations to 
build a strong and prosperous democracy— 
one that is firmly rooted in Europe. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr. 
SMITH) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 447, as amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Madam 
Speaker, on that I demand the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings 
will resume on questions previously 
postponed. 

Votes will be taken in the following 
order: 

Motions to suspend the rules on H.R. 
2431 and H. Res. 447, in each case by the 
yeas and nays, and the question on 
agreeing to the Speaker’s approval of 
the Journal, if ordered. 

The first electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 15-minute vote. Remaining 
electronic votes will be conducted as 5- 
minute votes. 

f 

NATIONAL INTEGRATED DROUGHT 
INFORMATION SYSTEM REAU-
THORIZATION ACT OF 2013 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 2431) to reauthorize the Na-
tional Integrated Drought Information 
System, as amended, on which the yeas 
and nays were ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. HALL) 
that the House suspend the rules and 
pass the bill, as amended. 

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 365, nays 21, 
not voting 45, as follows: 

[Roll No. 55] 

YEAS—365 

Andrews 
Bachmann 
Bachus 
Barber 
Barletta 
Barr 
Barrow (GA) 
Barton 
Bass 
Beatty 
Becerra 
Benishek 
Bentivolio 
Bera (CA) 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (NY) 
Black 
Blackburn 
Blumenauer 
Bonamici 
Boustany 
Brady (PA) 
Brady (TX) 
Brooks (AL) 
Brooks (IN) 
Brownley (CA) 
Buchanan 
Bucshon 
Burgess 
Bustos 
Butterfield 
Byrne 
Calvert 

Camp 
Cantor 
Capito 
Capps 
Carney 
Carson (IN) 
Carter 
Cartwright 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Chabot 
Chaffetz 
Chu 
Cicilline 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Clay 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Coble 
Coffman 
Cohen 
Cole 
Collins (GA) 
Collins (NY) 
Conaway 
Conyers 
Cook 
Cooper 
Costa 
Cotton 
Courtney 
Crawford 
Crenshaw 

Crowley 
Cuellar 
Culberson 
Cummings 
Daines 
Davis (CA) 
Davis, Rodney 
Delaney 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Denham 
Dent 
DeSantis 
Deutch 
Diaz-Balart 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Doyle 
Duckworth 
Duffy 
Duncan (SC) 
Edwards 
Ellison 
Ellmers 
Engel 
Enyart 
Eshoo 
Esty 
Farenthold 
Farr 
Fattah 
Fincher 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
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